9/29/14 






Yhe U.S.'ln Antarctica 


Permanent US 
Bases at 
Palmer Station, 
McMurdo Station, 
South Pole Station 


2 research vessels 


~10 seasonal 
outposts 


Many field camps 
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85-88°S 140°-156°W 
Elevation 7500’ -9000’ 

Weather: -5°F, 40 mph = -45°F windchill 
(frostbite in 15 mins) 
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Humans are the most efficient 
instruments for finding meteorites 


Human eye can resolve dark, cm-sized 
meteorite at 100 m 

Human brain can distinguish meteorites 
from terrestrial rocks 
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expeditions collect meteorites 
Meteorites packaged, tagged, noted 

Meteorites kept frozen, shipped 
by boat to CA, truck to TX 


Johnson Space Center 


Smithsonian Institution 


classifies, curates 




long term storage 


Antarctic Meteorite Newsletter published 2x/yr 


worldwide request samples 


Researchers 

Meteorite Working Group 


reviews research requests 


ic meteori 

The most pristine collection in the world 

The most accessible collection in the world - loaned to 

researchers in many countries 

The most diverse collection in the world - many samples of 
every type 


An important source of planetary samples, particularly from 
Moon and Mars 
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“If you’ve done ANSMET, you’ve 
done long duration space flight.” 

~ Don Pettit, ANSMET veteran and three-time Space 
Shuttle and International Space Station crew member. 


harsh, isolated, dangerous, 
small quarters, limited 
communication 





What we eat 


Breakfast: oatmeal, bagels/english 
muffins fried in butter, BACON 

Lunch: sandwiches, instant soup 

Snacks: trail mix, jerky, granola bars, 
lots of chocolate 

Dinner: steak, fish, frozen 
vegetables, tofu, boxed pasta & rice 
mixes, curry, stirfry 

Drinks: hot chocolate, tea, juice 
boxes, Raro (NZ Koolaid) 

melt our own water! 
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Underwear 

T-shirt 

Silk long underwear 
Polypro liner socks 
Capilene thermal top 
Heavyweight bottoms 
Fleece turtleneck 
Fleece balaclava 
Wool socks 
Windproof bib pants 
Fleece neck gaiter 
Polypro liner gloves 
Rubber bunny boots 
Wrist brace 



Underwear 
T-shirt 

Silk long underwear 
Polypro liner socks 
Capilene thermal top 
Heavyweight bottoms 
Fleece turtleneck 
Fleece balaclava 
Wool socks 
Windproof bib pants 
Fleece neck gaiter 
Polypro liner gloves 
Rubber bunny boots 
Wrist brace 
Outer mittens 
Windstopper balaclava 
UV ski goggles 
Down parka 
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Antarctica: It’s a 
Harsh Continent 




Scott: 

“this is an awful place!” 




Cherry-Garrard: 
“it beggars the 
language” 
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